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tinguishes between the types of optical recording media on the basis of the fo- 
cus error signal and the data signal obtainable during focus search operation. 
An S CurveOK signal, derived from the focus error signal (FE), is the indi- 
cation whether at all an optical medium is loaded. When a FocusOK signal, 
derived from the data signal, is active with dedicated settings for a high-reflec- 
tivity medium, this means that a high-reflectivity medium is loaded. However, 
when the FocusOK signal is not active, the apparatus deduces that a low-re- 
flectivity medium is loaded. The operation mode for the second type of optical 
recording medium is adapted during the focus search cycle based on the com- 
bination of the S CurveOK and FocusOK signals. The switching of the settings 
is performed before a focus search cycle has been completed. Hence, only one 
focus search cycle is required to find the focus point for both high- and low-re- 
flectivity media settings. 



ON 



Performing a focus search cycle for the first 
type of optical medium, wherein a focus error 
signal and and an RF signal are provided 



Comparing the focus error signal (FE) 
to a threshold 



Detecting a focal zero crossing 
based on the focus error signal 
and comparing the amplitude of the 
RF signal to a plurality of thresholds 



O 



Adapting the settings to an operation 
mode for the detected type of optical 
medium in dependence on which 
threshold the RF signal exceeds 
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